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Current employment 
 

Professor, Faculty of Environment, Agricultural University of Iceland (AUI). 

 

Research interests:  

 Restoration Ecology: 

o restoration of severely degraded land;  

o restoration in relation to infrastructure construction; 

o urban restoration;  

o effects of restoration interventions on ecological succession and ecosystem 

services (including carbon sequestration);  

o evaluation of restoration 

 Soil conservation and sustainable land-use.  

 

Previous employment 
1998-2006: Department Head: Dept. of Research and Development, Icelandic Soil 

Conservation Service. 

1990-1998: Senior Research Scientist, Iceland Forest Research Station, 1990-1998.  

1983-1986:  Research scientist, Agricultural Research Institute of Iceland. 

 

 

Education 
Ph.D., Range Science, Texas A&M University, 1991.     

M.Sc., Biology, Montana State University, 1984. 

B.Sc., Biology, University of Iceland, 1981.  

 

 

Teaching 
Courses at AUI (responsible and main teacher): 

 Ecological Restoration and Sustainable Land Use (3 credits; 6 ECTS); 

 Restoration Ecology (3-4 credits; 6-8 ECTS) 

 General Ecology (4 credits; 8 ECTS) 

 Restoration in Iceland — field course (1 credit; 2 ECTS). 

 

Supervision of M.Sc. & Ph.D. students at AUI, Univ. of Iceland and USA Universities.  

Lecturer at the UNU-LRT (United Nations University-Land Restoration Training 

Program), which is hosted by Agricultural University of Iceland and the Icelandic Soil 

Conservation Service, for the Icelandic Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

(http://www.unulrt.is/). Main subjects, Ecological Restoration and Restoration Ecology. 

http://www.unulrt.is/
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NOVA Ph.D. course on Soil Degradation, Erosion and Restoration (part on restoration 

ecology). 

 

Committees and advisory boards (an incomplete list) 

2014-2017: An expert working group to the third phase Master Plan for Geothermal and 

Hydropower development in Iceland. Task: Evaluate potential projects with regard 

to nature, cultural heritage, landscape and wilderness. 

Since 2014: Board of SER Europe Chapter, http://chapter.ser.org/europe/ 

2011-2012: Advisory committee to the Minister of Environment. Task: Preparation of 

“White book” for revision of the Soil Conservation Act. 

2009-2012: Advisory panel for the Iceland Forest Research Station. 

2009-2011: Expert council, Natural Science and Environmental Science, The Icelandic 

Research Fund. 

Since 2007: Advisory board for the Land Restoration Training Program (now a part of 

the UN University network).  

2006-2007: Advisory committee for the Ministry of Environment. Task: Strategies and 

policy measures for protection and extension of birch woodlands in Iceland. 

Since 2005: Coordination committee for Hekluskógar, a 620 km2 restoration program in 

S-Iceland; chair 2005-2006. 

2005-2006: Advisory committee for the Minister of Agriculture. Task: Review the 

institutional structure of the Forestry and Soil Conservation sector in Iceland, and 

give recommendations to the minister about future scenarios in this regard. 

2000-2003: Standing Committee for Life and Environmental Sciences (LESC) of the 

European Science Foundation (ESF). 

1998-2002: Expert Panel of Natural and Environmental Sciences, Icelandic Research 

Council. Chair 2000-2002. 

1998-2002: Representative for Iceland in a Steering Group for the Nordic Environment 

Strategy for Agriculture and Forestry. 

1996-1999: Board of the Icelandic Nature Conservation Agency. 
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Petursdottir, T., A.L. Aradottir & K. Benediktsson 2013. An evaluation of the short-

term progress of restoration combining ecological assessment and public perception. 
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Aradottir, A.L. & G. Oskarsdottir 2013. The use of native turf-transplants for roadside 

revegetation in a subarctic area. Icelandic Agricultural Sciences 26: 59-67.  

http://www.ias.is/landbunadur/wgsamvef.nsf/Attachment/Aradottir%20et%20al%202013

/$file/Aradottir%20et%20al%202013.pdf.  

Aradottir, A.L. 2012. Turf transplants for restoration of alpine vegetation: does size 

matter? Journal of Applied Ecology 49: 439-446. http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-
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Magnúsdóttir, M. & Á.L. Aradóttir 2011. Leiðir til að fjölga hraungambra og öðrum 

mosategundum [Propagation of Racomitrium lanuginosum and three other moss species]. 

Náttúrufræðingurinn 81 (3-4): 115-122. 

Aradóttir, Á. L. & G. Halldórsson (editors) 2011. Vistheimt á Íslandi [Restoration in 

Iceland]. Agricultural University of Iceland and Soil Conservation Service of Iceland. (in 
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Management for Biodiversity. In: Soils, Society & Global Change. Proceedings of the 
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International Forum Celebrating the Centenary of Conservation and Restoration of Soil 
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http://www.norden.org/en/publications/publikationer/2007-508/at_download/publicationfile
http://www.ias.is/landbunadur/wgsamvef.nsf/5ed2a07393fec5fa002569b300397c5a/a6c185f7c65654b5002572160076cc75/$FILE/Propagation%20of%20Dryas.pdf
http://www.ias.is/landbunadur/wgsamvef.nsf/5ed2a07393fec5fa002569b300397c5a/a6c185f7c65654b5002572160076cc75/$FILE/Propagation%20of%20Dryas.pdf
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Ecosystems, pp. 51-61. UNESCO, Paris, and Parthenon Publishing, Carnforth.   
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